








First Annual Lucie Awards A Success 
December 11, 2003 

By Christopher Lisotta 

You never know what you are going to get at a first-annual anything, but for most of the crowd at the Beverly Hilton
Hotel on Dec. 7, the First Annual Lucie Awards was the start of something memorable.

Held in the ballroom best known to television viewers as the home of the Golden Globe Awards, the International
Photography Awards did its best to live up to the space’s glamorous standards, with hundreds of photographers, art
directors, editors, art buyers and gallery owners suitably dressed in black filling the place.

Actor Fred Willard served as the evening’s emcee, ushering the myriad win-
ners and presenters through the trials and tribulations of an awards show.
Model Jessica Miller presented the Outstanding Achievement in Fashion
Photography award to Melvin Sokolsky, who was praised on video by his
old friend Ali McGraw. “I’m just beginning to understand this photography
thing,” he said as he accepted his silver Lucie, which looked like an
Olympiad about to take a dive.

Hair product king Vidal Sassoon handed out the Lucie in Architectural
Photography to his friend Tim Street-Porter, which seemed fitting consider-
ing his love affair with the city of LA. Actor Brendan Fraser, an amateur pho-
tographer himself, bounded on stage to give Phil Stern his Lucie for Still
Photography for Motion Pictures. “Merci beaucoup,” Stern said simply with a
smile to the audience.

Global traveler Steve McCurry told the crowd that “getting here was the most difficult feat” in receiving his Lucie for
Photojournalism. Robert Evans, who won the IPA’s Visionary Award, told the crowd via videotape, “I’m sorry I couldn’t be
here to share this award, but I’m on location trying to make a buck.” Henri Cartier-Bresson and Annie Leibovitz were
among the no-shows (although Cartier-Bresson did send a letter), but Ruth Bernhard, who won for Fine Art Photography,
spoke to the audience by videotape, calling photography a celebration of light. You can say the same thing about the
Lucie Awards.

www.photoawards.com 

2003 Recipients of the Lucie Award:

Lifetime Achievement - Henri Cartier-Bresson 
Humanitarian Award - Phil Borges 
Visionary Award - Robert Evans 
Outstanding Achievement :
Fine Art Photography - Ruth Bernhard 
Women in Photography - Annie Leibovitz 
Music Photography - William Claxton 
Documentary Photography - Mary Ellen Mark 
Photojournalism - Steve McCurry 
Entertainment Photography - Douglas Kirkland 
Fashion Photography - Melvin Sokolsky 
Still Photography for Motion Pictures - Phil Stern 
Portrait Photography - Gene Trindl 
Advertising Photography - R J Muna 
Architecture Photography - Tim Street-Porter 
Photographer of the Year - Chris Frazer-Smith 
New Discovery Award - Robert Vizzini 

Award winner Douglas Kirkland

Music Photography award 
winner William Claxton

Award presenter
Brendan Fraser
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